CHAPTER    XXVIII
The Crucial Year, igij
FIRST   PART
Jan. 8, 1917. The Army Council is considering the question of be-
tween six thousand and seven thousand Holsteiners who have deserted
from the German army into Denmark. The German Government
is pressing the Danes to surrender them. The Danes are ready to let
them come to us or, alternatively, to go to America. They are all
vouched for by the Schleswig Committee as being pro-Ally in senti-
ment Probably we could employ them on the land, or in munition
factories.
Sir Eyre Crowe called on me about Kuno Meyer's postcard* to
Mrs. Green, bringing a draft approved by Balfour which I was to
write demanding the original postcard to be handed over to Mr.
Balfour at the Foreign Office, it having been ascertained that Sir John
Simon, a relation of hers, had strongly advised her to hand it over
without further demur. I sent the letter by hand. Sir Eyre Crowe
read the copy of Kuno Meyer's postcard and believed it was an im-
portant document for the peace negotiations.
Jan. 9. The Mohammedan question threatens to become alarming.
Two secret religious societies were formed in Constantinople, not so
much pan-Islamic as pan-Turk. They were really political. A league
was to be formed from Constantinople to China embracing Syrians,
Persians, Afghans, Russians, Turkomans, Chinese Turkomans and
Indians. Indian Mohammedans have been secretly crossing into
Afghanistan until they now number some thousands.
A leading Indian recently met a Turkish general at Mecca and said:
" Why are you so long? As soon as you bring a Turkish army into
Afghanistan, the Emir will join in invading India from the north,
while the Indian Mohammedans rise."
* See Oct. 15.
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